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Definition

• A credential, in its most essential form, is a 
documented statement containing claims 
made about a person.

• A European Digital Credential for Learning is 
a claim related to the learning achievement 
of a person.

• A digital signature (e-Seal) guarantees the 
origin and integrity of the document.



Why does the EC need a digital credential initiative?

OBJECTIVES

• Empower citizens to own their 

credentials

• Reduce market fragmentation

• Create an EU Skills Data Space

• Make digital credentials 

multilingual by default

• Remove barriers to recognition

• Provide accreditation & 

transparency tools

BENEFITS

• Captures formal, non-formal & 

informal learning

• Addresses all levels of education

• Applicable to the whole course 

lifecycle

• Interoperable

• Aligned with European recognition

instruments

• Free & open source



Stakeholder benefits

Citizens

Education and 

Training Providers

Employers

• can build an online portfolio to track their 

learning

• can easily utilise their credentials to get a job

or apply for further training all across Europe

• can present and have their credentials 

verified at any point in their career

• can build EU standard compliant credentials

• can reduce their costs of issuing credentials 

after an initial investment into transforming 

from paper to digital

• can better understand credentials from other 

Member States as EDC utilises standards, 

and content can be navigated in 29 

languages

• can reduce the time and cost of processing 

job applications

• can better understand foreign credentials as

EDC utilises standards, and can be viewed 

in 29 languages

• can run instant, automatic authentication and 

verification checks to see if a credential has 

expired or was tampered with



Example



Types of Digital Credentials

• Generic credentials (documented statement 
containing claims made about a person’s 
learning)

• Qualifications (e.g., professional certificates, 
university diplomas, VET diplomas, and 
diploma supplements), 

• Activities (e.g., participation in classes and 
non-formal learning events),

• Assessments (e.g., transcripts of records), and

• Entitlements (e.g., right to enrol in learning 
opportunities, or to undertake an occupation)



Functions



Issue



Store



Verify



Share



Europass Contact

OeAD-GmbH

Ebendorferstraße 7

1010 Wien

• T: 01 534 08-0

• europass@oead.at

• www.europass.at

• www.facebook.com/EuropassOesterreich

• www.youtube.com/EuropassAustria
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