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At the Rio+20, world leaders, along with thousands of participants from 
the private sector, NGOs and other groups (192 UN member states ð 
including 57 Heads of State and 31 Heads of Government)  

Á 10 day mega - summit, culminated in 3 day high - level UN conference  
 

Á to shape how poverty can be reduced, advance social equity and 
ensure environmental protection on an ever more crowded planet  
 

Á building a green economy and improving international coordination  
 

Á ñThe Future We Want ò -  primary result of the conference  

ééa non- binding document renewing political 
commitment to sustainable development  



Á Helping people out of poverty and getting good jobs, while protecting 
the environment  
 

Á Providing access to clean energy for everyone, and making sure that 
the energy we produce doesnôt contribute to climate change 
 

Á Making sure that everyone gets water, food and nutrition they need  
 

Á Building our cities such that everyone enjoys a decent quality of 
lifeé..better transportation systems without congestion and pollution 
 

Á Making sure that our oceans are healthy and that marine life is not 
threatened by pollution and climate change  
 

Á Making sure communities are resilient in the face of natural disasters  
 
 
éééResponding to these challenges leads to ñthe future we want ò 

What is ñthe future we wantò?éé.. 



Á éé a pattern of growth in which resource use aims to meet human 
needs while preserving the environment so that these needs can be 
met not only in the present, but also for generations to come  
 

Á é..ñdevelopment that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs.ò ééééé..Brundtland Commission (1987)  

Sustainable Developmenté.. 



Á Meeting future needs depends on 
how well economic, social, and 
environmental needs are balanced -
when making decisions today.  
 
 

Á But many of these needs may conflict 
with each other in the short 
term é..the dilemma of sustainable 
development  

The dilemma of Sustainable Development é.. 

Á Responsible use of natural resources now will ensure that there are 
resources available for sustained industrial growth in the future.  

 
 
Á But some economic activities, are simply unsustainable even though 

they are important for economic growth and wellbeing  
 



The dilemma é economic vs. environmental objectives  

Mountaintop removal/valley fill coal mine encroaching on a small community in southern WV  
Photo by Vivian Stockman  




