Austrian Partnership Programme in Higher Education
and Research for Development

A Higher Education Cooperation Programme
APPEAR is a programme of the Austrian Development
Cooperation (ADC). It is financed by the ADC to implement
the strategy for support of higher education and research
for development on an academic institutional level in
the ADC’s southern priority countries and key regions and
in three priority countries of the South Caucasus and
Black Sea Region.
APPEAR encourages professionals and higher education
institutions in the addressed countries and in Austria
to share their knowledge and experiences with each other,
to design innovative projects targeting the objectives
and expected results and to improve the general standards
in higher education, research and management.

All proposed activities should be related to the thematic focus of APPEAR
as defined below.
Strengthening of institutional capacities in higher education and research
for development:
> Water supply and sanitation, rural development, sustainable energy,

environment and natural resources; in this field a consideration of
the Nexus approach (water – energy – food security) is welcome
>

Private sector development

> Poverty reduction, peace building and conflict prevention, governance

and human rights, gender equality
> Strengthening of skills in social sciences as an instrument to systematically

analyse the reasons of poverty and to empower capacities in social
science research
The thematic focus of the partnership also has to be relevant for main societal
challenges in the respective countries and in line with the regional and
national development strategies. Alignment with the respective ADC country
strategy is regarded as added value.

Programme Principles
APPEAR follows five basic principles in order to realise

the overall objective:
> Participatory approach
> A concept of culturally open-minded knowledge
> Practically- and empirically-oriented approach
> Gender sensitivity
> »Bottom-up« and demand-driven approach
APPEAR funds well-designed collaborative and innovative
projects as well as master’s and PhD scholarships which are
preferably embedded into existing APPEAR (Advanced)
Academic Partnerships that respond to identified needs
and demands in the respective countries and in the partner
institutions in particular. The participatory approach of
the programme means that project proposals are expected
to be planned and worked out jointly by the proposing
researchers / partners of the main cooperating institutions.
At least two institutions – one from the eligible countries

and one from Austria – must be involved in the partnership. The project
coordinating institution is responsible for reporting and accounting and can
either be in the addressed country or in Austria. If the proposed activities
need more than two partners to be implemented and realised successfully,
a partnership network can also be established and research institutions
that are not located in the eligible countries can be involved as well.
APPEAR strictly follows a demand-driven approach – through which

demand has to be defined by the partners – and a participatory approach
in education and research. APPEAR is not interested in any one-sided
»knowledge transfer«. Preconditions for partnerships are respect
of different methodological and empirical approaches, of different
epistemological and cultural systems, of different modes of interaction
and interpretation of results.
APPEAR incorporates the perspective of gender relations in all processes,
activities and measures, thus gender mainstreaming is an essential
aspect of the programme. Gender dimensions are regarded as an implicit
part of a contemporary discourse in science and research.

Programme Design
The programme has two components whereby the focus
is on the academic partnerships. However, this is closely
related to master’s and PhD scholarships that mainly
support students and academics from already existing
APPEAR partnerships to implement long lasting and
sustainable cooperation. Both components share the
overall objective of strengthening the institutional
capacity of the partner institutions in the addressed
countries.

Component 1:
> Academic Partnerships and Advanced Academic Partnerships in higher

education, research and management to strengthen the institutional
capacities of higher education institutions in the eligible countries
> Preparatory Funding to support institutions that do not yet have well-

established links to jointly plan and elaborate a project proposal
Component 2:
> Scholarships for master’s and PhD studies in Austria for students

and academics from the eligible countries

(Advanced) Academic
Partnerships including
Preparatory Funding

Master´s and PhD
scholarships

Programme Overview – Component 1
Academic Partnerships

Advanced Academic Partnerships

Preparatory Funding

Target group

Higher education institutions and research institutions in the eligible countries and higher
education institutions in Austria (universities
and universities of applied sciences)

Higher education institutions and research institutions in the eligible countries and higher
education institutions in Austria (universities
and universities of applied sciences)

Higher education institutions and research institutions in the eligible countries and higher
education institutions in Austria (universities
and universities of applied sciences)

Submission

The project-coordinating institution can be either a higher education institution in an eligible
country or a university / university of applied
sciences in Austria

The project-coordinating institution can be either a higher education institution in an eligible
country or a university / university of applied
sciences in Austria

The project-coordinating institution can be either a higher education institution in an eligible
country or a university / university of applied
sciences in Austria

Max. 4 years
The duration of partnerships in the
6th and / or 7th call will not exceed 3 years

Max. 3 years

Max. 5 months

2 partner institutions:
EUR 50,000 – max. 90,000/year
More than 2 partner institutions:
EUR 50,000 – max. 130,000/year

2 partner institutions:
EUR 50,000 – max. 90,000/year
More than 2 partner institutions:
EUR 50,000 – max. 130,000/year

Max. EUR 15,000

Duration

Budget

Programme Overview – Component 2
Master´s and PhD scholarships
Target group

Applicants from the eligible countries
Master’s: not older than 30 years (for women
not older than 35)
PhD: not older than 35 years (for women
not older than 40)

The objective is that higher education institutions in the
eligible countries increase the number of qualified
staff that is able to contribute to the improvement of
teaching, research and management at their institutions.
There are two types of APPEAR scholarships:
> Master’s and PhD scholarships that are linked to

Submission

Duration

Budget

Students and professionals at universities
or research institutions in eligible countries,
preferably involved in an APPEAR academic
partnership
Master’s: 24 months (average)
36 months (average)
PhD:
Master’s: EUR 960/month
EUR 1,050/month
PhD:
+ Travel costs (including field research)
+ Allowances (German courses, participation
in conferences, printing costs)

an existing APPEAR partnership
> PhD scholarships that are individual, i.e. not linked

to an existing APPEAR partnership

Eligible Countries				 Information and Contact
Partner institutions, master´s and PhD scholarship
holders come from the following countries:
>  Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya
>  Mozambique
>  Cape Verde, Burkina Faso, Senegal
>  Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala
>  Bhutan, Nepal
>  Palestinian Territories
>  Armenia, Georgia, Republic of Moldova

APPEAR office at the Austrian Agency for International Cooperation
in Education and Research (OeAD)
Ebendorferstrasse 7, 1010 Vienna, Austria
appear@oead.at
Detailed information about deadlines, selection criteria, application
forms, project documentation and events can be found at www.appear.at

Acknowledgements | Editor & Publisher: OeAD (Österreichische Austauschdienst)-Gesellschaft mit beschränkter Haftung
Austrian Agency for International Cooperation in Education and Research (OeAD-GmbH) | 1010 Vienna | Ebendorferstrasse 7 | Head
office: Vienna | FN 320219 k | Handelsgericht Wien | DVR 4000157 | ATU 64808925 | T +43 1 53408-0 | F +43 1 53408-999 | Edited
by: Nikoleta Nikisianli | Responsible for the content: Andreas Obrecht | Photo credits: Ronald Zak (p. 1) | Graphic design: Christina
Brandauer | Printed by: one2print/DI Hans A. Gruber KG | As at: March 2015

