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The contours of responsible internationalisation (I)

Social focus => education-driven

(‘classical’ internationalisation: J. Knight, H. De Wit, P. Altbach, 
G. Marinoni, F. Hunter…)

- Ethical & value based

- Equitable

- Environmental

- Educational (quality & relevance)

=> Embedded in the European Education Area & Erasmus+
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The contours of responsible internationalisation (II)
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Political focus => research & economy-driven

(EU framework: Global approach to R&I (2021); Council conclusions on principles & values for 
international cooperation in R&I (2022); Global Gateway strategy => “As open as possible as 
closed as necessary”

- Core principles & values: academic freedom, research integrity & ethics; human rights & 
democratic values; gender equality & inclusiveness; protection of IP; environmental 
sustainability; transparency 

- Reciprocity and level playing fields (e.g., balanced mobility)

- Equitable global partnerships & multilateralism (global challenges, global standards…) + 
Strategic autonomy, risk awareness & risk management

+ Research security
+ Due diligence
+ Foreign interference

+ Cooperation with ‘like-minded’ countries

=> Embedded in the European Research Area & Horizon Europe



Changing global context: “dynamic, intertwined & 
polarised world”
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Shih, T. (2023). Responsible Internationalization - Why, 
what, and how? Retrieved from osf.io/gz5m8

Growing complexities: interdependence, cooperation vs 
competition, grey areas, competing priorities… 



Responsible internationalisation in a new global 
context
Responsible internationalisation is a 
concept that aims to help raise 
awareness of the need for 
responsible practices and behaviour 
in international partnerships and at 
home, as well as strengthen the 
capacity to create such practices. 
(STINT - Swedish Foundation for 
International Cooperation in 
Research and Higher Education)
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ACA’s position 
▪ How open should international higher education be 

during uncertain times?

▪ How to address the risk of abstaining from collaborations 
due to a potential’s partner nationality?

▪ How to promote trust-based cooperation in times of 
growing concerns?

▪ How to bridge values-related differences with Europe’s 
longstanding strategic partners?

▪ How to achieve both inclusivity and excellence in 
Europe’s approach to global cooperation?

▪ What is the role of European higher education in 
preventing and mitigating global or regional tensions and 
crises?

▪ How to improve science diplomacy leverage to maintain 
or rebuild bridges through the Team Europe approach?
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ACA’s TPG Global 
developments: Funders’ 
perspective 
Knowledge & research security (2024-2025)

▪ Who should be responsible for decisions? 
(pushing responsibility upward or downward)

▪ How to raise awareness of risks without 
discouraging its diversity?

▪ What is an acceptable risk & how to assess it?

▪ How to adapt funding criteria?

▪ How to support the sector most effectively? 

▪ Where to build the required expertise? 
(centrally or within individual HEIs)

▪ How to build trust with/between key players?

26 November 
2025

8



Thank you!

Veronika Kupriyanova

veronika.kupriyanova@aca-secretariat.be  

26 November 
2025

9


	Folie 1: Responsible Internationalisation in Times of Geopolitical Tensions
	Folie 2: Academic Cooperation Association (ACA)
	Folie 3: The contours of responsible internationalisation (I)
	Folie 4: The contours of responsible internationalisation (II)
	Folie 5: Changing global context: “dynamic, intertwined & polarised world”
	Folie 6: Responsible internationalisation in a new global context
	Folie 7: ACA’s position 
	Folie 8: ACA’s TPG Global developments: Funders’ perspective 
	Folie 9: Thank you!

