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Intercontinental partnership



1 Alliances and the Global Gateway

CIVIS Alliance – from “international” to “intercontinental” …

Living an equitable partnership

Intercontinental partnership
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What are European Universities Alliances?

CIVIS - SG

European Universities Alliances resemble academic groupings of like-minded higher education institutions in 
a highly complementary fashion forming self-organised transnational arrangements of deep collaboration 
transforming significantly the European higher education landscape. Alliances, which comprise on average 
nine higher education institutions, can have a topical or regional focus or work along a common overarching 
theme, as in the case of comprehensive universities. Alliances are established with a clear vision to stay and 
sustain, with well-established non-academic partnerships in their local or regional ecosystems and with 
strategic ties to academic institutions outside Europe. Despite the enormous variability and diversity in size 
and composition, Alliances unites the emergence of a trans-university level in terms of realising joint study 
programmes and research activities, relying on shared technical, organisational and administrative 
infrastructures. 

“Beating Heart of Europe” (FOREU4all discussion paper

Towards a new organizational level of higher education institutions in Europe … 



CIVIS as an Alliance actively contributes to the social, cultural 
and economic dynamism of their ecosystem and promote 
European values. 

The involvement of our universities will help reduce 
inequalities, increase access to quality training and create real 
opportunities for success for all our students and staff.

CIVIS will forge richer interactions and co-creation of 
knowledge and skills with citizens, schools, enterprises, social 
and cultural associations.

 ‘Joint problem solving‘ in the sense of transdiscipilinarity 
driving participatory research, public engagement and societal 
action.

CIVIS ambition
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Key areas of Global Gateway 
partnerships



Climate,
Environment,

Energy

Society,
Culture,
Heritage

Health
Cities,

Spaces,
Mobilities

Digital and
Technological

Transformation

CIVIS Hubs

• Academic co-creative spaces for developing multinational, multi-
disciplinary, challenge-oriented educational offers 

• Main institutionalised collaboration of academics in the alliance 
(‘faculty’)

Research-driven education

Streamlined investment into 
common research strands, 
infrastructures and facilities

Global challenges – Global Gateway



CIVIS is about glocal public engagement!

Participatory methods and tools addressing key societal 
challenges under an African-European strategic perspective1 

Evidence-based reasoning for the facilitating role of 
participatory research to drive social innovation

Open Labs (OL) are seed cells of civic engagement for the 
universities’ Third Mission (innovation & culture) 

Transdisciplinary approach as a new paradigm of “joint problem 
solving”

1AU-EU Innovation Agenda (2023)” Translate innovative capacities and achievements of AU and EU researchers […] directly into 
tangible outputs” by broadening our notion of and approach to ‘innovation’.”



Alliance Agreement & Association

Alliance agreement

Extending the partnership beyond 
continental (and political) borders



11 Full Members (Europe)

A transcontinental Alliance!

6 Strategic Partners (Africa)



Living the intercontinental partnership

• CIVIS Days: large, annual in-person meeting of CIVIS member representatives, 
stakeholders, staff - usually a mix of regular in-person meetings of CIVIS bodies, cross-
body meetings, assemblies, public events

• CIVIS Forum: academic conference, hosted by UH2C in Casablance 2026

• Secure funded invitation of representatives from Associate Member universities 



Living the intercontinental partnership : BIPs

https://civis.eu/en/learn/course-types/blended-intensive-programmes

Our partnership

Overcoming administrative 
hurdles that limit mobility 

(incl. visa issues)
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Living the intercontinental partnership : Seed funding

https://civis.eu/en/teach-and-research/opportunities/civis-calls/seed-funding-for-research-activities-and-african-european-
collaboration

Our partnership

Ensure participation of 
African partners
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Living the intercontinental partnership : Alliance project
‘PolyCIVIS’

https://civis.eu/en/discover-civis/civis-alliance-projects/polycivis

Our partnership

Trans-continental 
academic activities 

overcoming funding 
limitations
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AM inclusion in ‚flagship‘ educational programmes of Hubs 
(varying implementation stages)

Hub 3 – Health 
• Master in 'Public Health’ – MAK, USF
• Master in ‘Biochemistry’ – MAK
• PhD Programme in ‘Translational Biomedicine’ – 

MAK, USF
• Master in Drug development NAT4DD - Wits
Hub 4 – Cities, Spaces, Mobilities
• Doctoral network on ‘Cities, Spaces, Mobilities’ – 

MAK, UH2C
Hub 5 – Digital and Technological Transformations
• Microprogramme (Bachelor) ‘Digital 

Transformations in Health and Wellbeing’ - Wits
• Microprogramme (Master) ’Equitable and Just 

Digital Society’ - Wits

Hub 1 - Climate, Environment, Energy
• Master in “Transdisciplinary Studies of 

Climate, Environment and Energy” – 
MAK, UH2C, Wits

Hub 2 – Society, Culture, Heritage
• PhD Programme “Intercultural 

Philosophy and Global Epistemologies” 
– UCAD, Wits, MAK

• PhD Programme “Museum University 
Network” - Wits

• Master in ‘Paleolithic Archaeology’- 
Wits

• Master in ‘South European Studies’ 
(EUROSUD) – UH2C



Connecting Alliances – EMJM Copernicus in Digital Earth

www.master-cde.eu

Preamble student agreement

“Geospatial technologies, including satellite Earth observation, are key enabler in addressing the grand 
challenges of our world along with possible solutions. For several decades, we have worked on R&D and 

innovation in the EO * GI domain, fostering sustainable development enhancing and safeguarding the 
diversity and integrity of our environment and society. The current CDE programme is clearly positioned 

towards this global endeavour. As teachers and students, we commit ourselves to a responsible usage of 
the tools and algorithms we have in our hands, for the sake of a peaceful and a sustainable future."



Youth Mobility

• Short-term African-European student mobility formats in CIVIS:

o Blended Intensive Programmes (on the basis of E+ ICM)

o PhD mobility (on the basis of E+ ICM)

o CIVIS COIL initiative (Cooperative Online International Learning)

• Long-term mobility:

o Integration in/co-creation of CIVIS study programmes, focus on Master/PhD 
level (see next slide)

o Bilateral student exchange agreements (MoU or E+IIA) in place among all univ.

• Policy engagement: e.g., participation in YMFA Working Group 'Mobility'; visa initiative 
(in preparation)



Many thanks for your attention!

https://civis.eu/de
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