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Vernissage „The Individual Collective Memory of Koryo-saram“ 

The history of the ethnic Korean minority in Central Asia and their 
memories,fates and transience.  

The Koryo-saram are a russified, ethnic Korean 
minority. 500.000 individuals live in the post-soviet 
space (mainly in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Russia). 
Originally coming from the Northern regions of the 
Korean peninsula, they fled to the Russian Far East in 
1863. Shortly before the Second World War, the 
Soviet goverment suspected the Koryo- saram of 
collaboration with the Japanese and forcibly 
resettled them to Central Asia in 1937.  
 

The photo exhibition »The Individual Collective Memory of Koryo-saram« is 
dedicated to the history of the ethnic Korean minority in Central Asia and their 
memories, fates and transience. The photojournalist Viktor An (1947, 
Tashkent), himself a Koryo-saram, captured their lives in atmospheric and 
empathic pictures through his objective. The 20 works of Viktor An, are 
complemented by 6 photos by Dina Lee (1981, a Koryo-saram living in Vienna) 
who explores cultural identity and historical legacy of an individual through 
portraiture. Some of the images are inspired by historical 
or mythical personalities, folks and fairy tales characters.  
 
The works have been presented internationally, among 
others at the biennial photography fair “Photokina” in 
Cologne, Germany (2016) and at the Sotheby’s Institute 
of Art in New York, USA (2018).  The traditional national 
costumes used in the project are replicas of original 
dresses created by Russian designer A. Denissova. 
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