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 schools towards blended learning for all
Online Conference for eTwinning Schools 24-26 November 2021 

The measures taken by many governments during 
the COVID-19 pandemic posed unprecedented and 
multidimensional challenges to the national educational 
systems, revealing the lack of readiness in terms of 
education responses. The immediate action across most 
of Europe and the world was the closure of schools, some 
shifted from face-to-face to distance education to ensure 
the continuity of teaching and learning, while others failed 
to provide viable options for students to continue their 
studies. Students were not equally served, and educational 
opportunities were not equally provided. Additionally, “the 
shift to remote learning has been uneven. Some systems 
were able to train teachers, roll out remote learning, and 
put in place student-support services in less than a week. 
Others are still struggling, constrained by lack of access 
to technology or expertise. The disparity is obvious among 
countries; it is also noticeable within them.” (Bryant, Chen, 
Dorn, & Hall, 2020).

The challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic triggered 
a reflection which Commissioner for Innovation, Research, 
Culture, Education and Youth, Mariya Gabriel described 
as follows: “Striving for a vision of better quality and 
inclusive education and training is by no means limited 
to the COVID-19 context. There is an opportunity now to 
learn and move forward from the most recent experiences. 
Today’s proposal maps a vision of the education we want 
to see in Europe. One that supports the overall goals of 
the European Education Area and Digital Education Action 
Plan to promote quality and inclusion, green and digital 
education across Europe.”

Some of the answers to the challenges above are given 
in the European Commission’s proposal for a Council 
Recommendation on blended learning  to support high 
quality and inclusive primary and secondary education. 

eTwinning Schools are at the forefront in the transformation 
of the education system. Some of the key findings of the 

eTwinning monitoring report 2020  show that, eTwinning 
Schools: 

 ➔ Have a commitment to shared leadership.  eTwinning 
Schools are, at least structurally, ready to adopt more 
flexible decision-making and leadership structures.

 ➔ Are models for other schools, and generally engage in 
mentoring of other schools and can serve as source of 
inspiration of eTwinning practice in their region or state

 ➔ Are inclusive and innovative learning organisations and 
establish a culture of inquiry, innovation and exploration, 
in which students’ learning is placed at the centre and 
diversity is valued.

 ➔ eTwinning Schools are often already engaged in blended 
learning and have all the potential to play a vital role 
to offer a long-term strategic vision for high-quality, 
inclusive and accessible European digital education, as 
presented in the Digital Education Action Plan 2021-
2027.

The overall goal of the Conference is to identify and 
highlight the synergies between the elements which 
characterise the eTwinning Schools, as presented in the 
eTwinning Schools Mission, and the challenges posed by 
the ‘new normal’, where “blended learning” will play a 
strong role. 

Participating schools will deepen their knowledge of the 
various fields of the Mission and how these contribute 
to the ‘blended learning’ model. At the same time, 
participants will analyse the adaptations and changes 
needed to tackle the challenges of the new reality. 

Examples of good practice, along with theoretical and 
conceptual framing, will allow participating schools to fully 
capitalise on the results achieved and further develop as 
role models, promoters and multipliers for other schools.

https://ec.europa.eu/education/education-in-the-eu/digital-education-action-plan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/education/education-in-the-eu/digital-education-action-plan_en
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PROGRAMME

WEDNESDAY, 24 NOVEMBER 2021

Plenary 1 – Setting the context from a policy and pedagogical point of view.

15:00 - 15:15 Welcome address
Vladimir Garkov, European Commission

15:15 - 16:00 Making teaching more effective, engaging and inclusive with Blended learning
Ulrike Storost, DG EAC, European Commission

16:00 - 16:30 Comfort break

16:30 - 17:15 Blended learning: from theory to practice
Prof. Chang Zhu, VUB University

THURSDAY, 25 NOVEMBER 2021

Participants will have the opportunity to reflect on how the current eTwinning School Mission can be used to introduce 
Blended Learning into their school via an overall presentation on the whole mission and on each of the principles.

15:00 - 15:30 eTwinning School Mission in a blended learning environment
Anne Gilleran, Senior Pedagogical adviser, Central Support Service

15:30 - 15:45 Comfort break

15:45 - 17:00 Workshop Slot 1 (5 in parallel)
Workshops run by expert teachers working in eTwinning Schools. They will introduce and explain the five statements of 
the eTwinning School Mission taking into account a blended learning approach and share their experience in their concrete 
application in their schools.

W1 Shared Leadership
Fina Vendrell Vila

W2 Collaboration in and outside an eTwinning School
Natalia Tzitzi  

W3 eTwinning Schools models for other schools
Marisa Badini 

W4 Students as agents of change
Loredana Popa

W5 eTwinning Schools, inclusive and innovative learning organisations
Marieke O’ Connor

17:00 - 17:15 Comfort Break

https://www.etwinning.net/files/etwinningschool/etwinning_school_mission.pdf
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17:15 - 18:30 Workshop Slot 2 (5 in parallel)
Workshops run by expert teachers working in eTwinning Schools. They will introduce and explain the five statements 
of the eTwinning School Mission taking into account a blended learning approach and share their experience in their 
concrete application in their schools.

W1 Shared Leadership
Fina Vendrell Vila

W2 Collaboration in and outside an eTwinning School
Natalia Tzitzi 

W3 eTwinning Schools models for other schools
Marisa Badini

W4 Students as agents of change 
Loredana Popa 

W5 eTwinning Schools, inclusive and innovative learning organisations
Marieke O’ Connor

FRIDAY, 26 NOVEMBER 2021

Participants will engage in activities to concretely apply the input from the previous days by collaboratively drafting an action 
plan for their eTwinning School, also to introduce Blended Learning into their activities.

15:00 - 15:30 The importance of an Action Plan in the eTwinning School
Irene Pateraki, Pedagogical and Monitoring Manager, Central Support Service

15:30 - 15:45 Comfort break

15:45 - 17:00 Drafting your eTwinning School’s Action Plan
This session is composed of two parts:
• Five parallel sessions, each on one of the elements of the eTwinning School Mission, will allow participants to 

see how experienced teachers designed and developed their Action Plan and what adjustments are needed to be 
implemented in the new ‘normal’. Presenters: Beata Wójcik, Caroline Kahel, Nektarios Farassopoulos, Marika Emese 
Cimpean

• After a short break the participants will reflect, discuss and exchange ideas on their own eTwinning School Action 
Plan, in small groups of 15 people. 

17:00 - 17:15 Comfort break

17:15 - 18:00 Panel discussion: The future of eTwinning Schools towards a blended learning approach
Moderated by the Central Support Service

18:00 - 18:15 Conclusions
Central Support Service



Contact us 
For more information about eTwinning please 
consult our website:

www.etwinning.net

http://etwinning.net

