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The Tigray region of Ethiopia has recently endured significant armed conflict, severely
impacting education, agriculture, and the environment. According to a 2021 Amnesty
International report, women and girls have faced severe consequences from the
conflict, including gender-based violence, displacement, human trafficking, limited
access to healthcare, food insecurity, and psychological trauma. The conflict has
also worsened environmental degradation and undermined livelihoods, particularly
affecting women and girls, who are often the most vulnerable. Both Mekelle and
Adigrat Universities, major academic institutions in the region, have been affected.

The REVITAL-MU-ADU project aims to rebuild the academic capacity and community
outreach of these universities. By introducing agroforestry systems, the project
presents a sustainable solution to the interconnected challenges caused by the
conflict. Integrating trees into agricultural landscapes in peri-urban areas can enhance
climate resilience, restore degraded ecosystems, and improve livelihoods. Women
and girls, who play a crucial role in agriculture and natural resource management,
stand to benefit significantly from such initiatives. The overarching objective of the
REVITAL-MU-ADU project is to revitalize the universities’ academic capacity and
strengthen partnerships and collaboration among institutions to support the socio-
economic and environmental recovery of the Tigray region in a post-war context
through the integration of peri-urban agroforestry practices.

Editor: APPEAR - Austrian Partnership Programme in
Higher Education and Research for Development |
appear@oead.at | www.appear.at | Design: Birgit Preiner
Photos: Emiru Berhane, Dawit Gebregziabher, Angelika
Garner | Vienna, Sept 2025

Acknowledgements | Editor and Publisher:
0eAD-GmbH, Ebendorferstrasse 7, 1010 Vienna
Headquarters: Vienna | FN 320219 k |
Commercial Court Vienna | ATU 64808925
Managing director: Jakob Calice, PhD


mailto:hans.sanden%40boku.ac.at?subject=
mailto:hafte2003%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:appear%40oead.at?subject=
http://appear.at/revital
https://www.entwicklung.at/

